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times awarded but this is becoming very uncommon due to the
fear of criminal proceedings being instituted by the accused.

Fine money is generally used to provide sweets or wine to
the caste brethren. There is, however, a growing tendency to
use the money for charitable or 'socially' useful purposes. This
is particularly true where large sums are involved. Thepaiz-
chayat may not realize the money but may ask the accused to
spend it on the construction of a well, temple, etc.

Extra-judicial Functions of Panchayats

All matters do not come up before the panchayat. The
permanent officials and other influential elders often settle dis-
putes and effect compromises without the formality of a trial.
The panchayats often arrange for the partition of property bet-
ween members of a family who are desirous of separating,
enforce promises of marriage, and arrange return of wives who
have deserted their husbands.

Differences between Depressed and High Caste Panchayats

Speaking generally, the higher up we go in the social scale
the weaker becomes the panchayat Nowhere have high castes
like the Brahmins and Rajputs strong and powerful panchayats.
Weak and impermanent panchayats are a feature characteristic
of high castes. As an institution of social control, the pancha-
yats of high castes are structurally defective inasmuch as these
lack continuity. It is not enough to have laws for repressing
anti-social conduct but there must also be an authority to enforce
these laws. This the high castes do not have. Further, the
authority must be accepted by the majority of the people con-
trolled. The reverence and awe in which the institution of
panchayat is held amongst the depressed classes finds no
parallel amongst the high castes. To a certain extent this is
explainable on ethnological grounds. Complete subordination
of the individual to the community is probably a feature cha-
racteristic of 'Dravidian' speaking races. Perhaps a more
important reason explaining the might of depressed class
panchayats is that social equality is/ here, reinforced by
economic 'equality', for differences in individual incomes are
small. In fact almost all of them are desperately poor. Amongst